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Seasonis Greetings!

Yes T the byline for the Chairds column has changed. | replaced Birl Lowery as department chair
this Summer. Birl dedicated yve years of yeomanés effort to the cause, leaving the department in
good shape and making my decision to take the job much easier. If the occasion arises, a hearty
thanks or a slap on the back would be appropriate (though offering to buy him a drink might be
more appreciated!). Birl has returned to being a full time researcher and teacher, probably with a
big sigh of relief.

16m excited about the opportunity to help lead the department. It is a time of transitions, a time when
we are looking for new directions and for new innovations in all aspects of research, instruction, and
outreach. Currently, seven of twenty active faculty members are within their yrst six years here, full
Steve Ventura  f new ideas and ready, willing, and able to continue pushing us into the 21 century. Blended with
the fioldo faculty already making substantial contributions to the discipline and science, | believe we

can make a big impact in agriculture, land management, environment, natural resources, and many other areas.

In the last year, Keith Kelling has permanently joined the golyng and yshing circuit and Leslie Cooperband has moved to
greener pastures in central Illinois (literally T among other things she is raising sheep!). Wedve welcomed new assistant professor
Carrie Laboski to our Extension fertility group. Carrie will take over some Extension duties from Keith as well as developing
her own programs in nutrient management to sustain agricultural production and environmental quality. We hope that we can
get permission to ynd someone to pick up the important work Leslie was doing in composting and biosolids management (but |
probably dondt need to repeat the woeful budget situation the UW faces). Wayne Kussow has announced that his personal day
of independence will be July 4, 2005. Stay tuned for a future announcement, as 16m sure that two decades of turf management
students will want to make sure that he starts his retirement with all the rich accolades he deserves.

I6ve begun my term with two goals, one short and one that will inevitably be longer term. First, we will be making a concerted
effort to revitalize undergraduate recruitment. With the leadership of Jerry Tyler, we hope to almost double the number of
students while still retaining the unique fifull-serviceo and personal touch of the department. And you can help T as graduates
and constituents of the department, spread the word.

My second goal goes beyond the department. UW-Madison may be the only top-tier (| nside ... \
university in the country that does not have undergraduate degrees in environmental .

science or studies. love been working with a campus-wide committee on this for | Alumni Updates...................... 2
several years, and given campus politics, it could be several more. Within the College | Current Research.................... 8
of Agricultural and Life Sciences, our Department is considered a leader in this area. | In Memoriam .......................... 4
Thanks to Nick Balster, we have made signiycant contributions to the campus-wide | Kelling Retirement.................. 8
discussions. Although not directly tied to either of these goals, a new instructional | New Faculty................ccceue.ee. 2
initiative will contribute to both. Under the direction of Phil Barak, we will be re- | Newsmakers ........ooovvvoivvii 2
creating our course Soils and Environmental Quality as a web-based course, making it | stydent NeWS ...ooovovoeooo . 5
broadly accessible and relevant for a range of contemporary environmental issues. UW Foundation ... 6
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Newsmakers!

Kevin McSweeney (professor, Soil Science and IES and director, School of Natural
Resources) has been named interim director of the UW Arboretum.

Professor Larry Bundy received a UW-Extension Award for Excellence in 2003.

Professor Bill Bland has been appointed a Vilas Associate. This 2-year appointment
is a result of his proposal to study how science yndings are applied in agricultural
environmental policy.

John B. Peters, MS 678, superintendent of the UW Soil & Forage Analysis Lab,
Marshyeld, W1, and Professor Keith Kelling received the 2004 Donald R. Peterson
Technology Transfer Award from Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, Inc. for their
many contributions to that event.

Richard (Dick) L. Cates, Jr., PhD 083, Spring Green, WI, received the John
S. Donald Excellence in Teaching Award for 2004. Dick is lead instructor and
coordinator of the Wisconsin School for Beginning Dairy Farmers and also holds
an adjunct appointment in Soil Science.

Dwight D. Mueller, MS 679, superintendent of the Arlington Agricultural Research
Station, received an Academic Staff Excellence in Service Award from the College
of Agricultural and Life Sciences.

Jacob Schneider (senior) is recipient of a Scotts Co. Scholars Award, though the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of America. The Scotts Co. Scholars Program
recognizes promising students from culturally diverse backgrounds who have an
interest in pursuing a career in the green industry. The award includes a summer

internship, cash prize, and opportunity to compete for additional scholarships.

Season(s Greetings, from p.1
As we move into the season of giving,
its appropriate to note that the yrst Leo
Walsh/Wisconsin Fertilizer and Chemical
Association distinguished graduate
fellowship has been awarded to Jeff
Osterhaus. Jeff is a MS student working
under the direction of Larry Bundy on
evaluating the Illinois soil nitrogen test
for Wisconsin cropping systems.

Accompanying giving is thanks T thanks
for your support and ideas. Please let me
know what you think of our new goals and
directions. And thank you for supporting
the department. Did you know that less
than a quarter of UW-Madisonés revenues
come from state tax dollars now? We
really do depend on the generosity of
alumni and friends. Your contributions
give us the pexibility to be creative and
responsive to changing needs. Every bit
helps.

Steve Ventura (sventura@wisc.edu
(608)263-5691)

Alumni Updates

Jason Grode, BS 601 was one of
four members of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of
America selected to receive a 2004 Toro
Championship Tournament Training
Award. The award allowed Jason
to participate in course maintenance
throughout the recent PGA Championship
at the Whistling Straits Golf Course.
Jason is assistant superintendent at

Welcome to our newest faculty!

Carrie A.M. Laboski joined the faculty of the
Department on September 1, 2004, as an as-
sistant professor and Extension Soil Scientist.
Dr. Laboski earned a B.S. degree from Penn
State University and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in
Soil Science from the University of Minnesota.
Before joining us, she held a similar research/
extension position at Michigan State University
for the past 3 years. Her responsibilities include
research (20%) and extension (80%) work in soil
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fertility and nutrient management. She is
particularly interested in nutrient manage-
ment (both of manure and nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium fertilizer) for
long-term sustainability - agronomically, economically and environmentally.
Carrie is quickly coming up to speed in her new position, participating in
area fertilizer dealer meetings in December and assuming responsibility for
planning the annual Wisconsin Fertilizer, Aglime and Pest Management
Conference in January.
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